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Grew up in Wuxing Street, Taipei, Taipei Medical University (TMU) 

was my playground as a kid and adolescent with my friends. My 

parents came from farming families in Changhua and Ilan. When they 

finished elementary school, they started working in the rice field. Like 

millions of Southern and Eastern Taiwanese during Taiwan’s rapid 

economic growth era, they came to Taipei for non-farming jobs in the 

late 1950s. I was the only one who went to college in the family. I am 

a self-motivated and compassionate person with a solid background 

in global public health and leadership areas. I had worked for 

Legislature and Excusive Yuan, academia, INGOs and private 

sectors in Taiwan and abroad for more than 30 years. 

Awarded a prestigious scholarship from Taiwan’s Ministry of 

Education (MOE), I went to the US in pursuit of a Ph.D. degree in 

global public health from New York University (NYU). After a 15-year 

international career in public health that included positions as 

Head/Consultant of the GLOBALink at the International Union Against 

Cancer (UICC) in Geneva, Switzerland, and public health researcher 

in the US, I returned to Taiwan.  

I am interested is in all forms of innovation, particularly health 

promotion and disease prevention, international comparisons of 

health policy and healthcare practices, healthy plant-based diets, and 

physical activities. At the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

strengthening health security by improving capabilities in prevention, 

detection, and responding to infectious disease and sudden 

outbreaks, minimizing social and economic disturbance is critically 

important. I was involved in the 2003 SARS outbreak control when I 
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worked for the Executive Yuan. With extensive experience in the 2003 

SARS containment, I published a book on Taiwan’s SARS battle 

experience. Facing challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic since 

2020, I published a study on healthcare workers’ risk 5 months after 

the Wuhan outbreak and one COVID-19 study published in the Annul 

of Internal Medicine (IF: 25). I have also published four articles in a 

prestigious British Medical Journal family- Tobacco Control, (IF:7.52), 

as the first/corresponding author. Recently, I published the first lung 

cancer overdiagnosis in JAMA Internal Medicine (IF: 21.7) which won 

academy awards due to its high impact factor.  

I believe that a shared, globalized, and collaborative academy will 

help to build a more desirable and equitable future and provide better 

solutions to the public health and environmental crises facing 

humanity. As a committed life-long learner, I am always keen on 

learning new knowledge and skills, exploring frontiers and 

possibilities, and working with people who share the vision of well-

being for all and sustainability. Believing in fulfilling social 

responsibility as an intellectual, I regularly contribute my opinion 

pieces to major newspapers.  

In my leisure time, I enjoy reading books and high-quality news, 

listening to podcasts, playing classic guitar, jogging, doing yoga, and 

all kind of outdoor activities, particularly white water ones. I also like 

to spend time with my family and friends. I currently reside in Taipei 

and reachable by waynegao@tmu.edu.tw. 
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